
Accelerating Cleantech Innovation Competition
Submission Form

Introduction
Thank you for submitting your solution to the Accelerating Cleantech Innovation Competition! 
Please read the competition guide and competition webpage in full, as they contain important information related to how the competition will be run. In particular, there is important and mandatory information on eligibility and the evaluation criteria under which all submissions will be judged.
You must answer all fields as indicated, and adhere to applicable word limits. Incomplete applications or those that go beyond the maximum word limit may not be considered. 
Please note that the participant survey (Part 4) is optional and will not be used to judge your submission.
All applications must be received no later than February 26, 2026, at 5 p.m. EST.




Eligibility Confirmation
Please review and confirm the following eligibility requirements. All items must be confirmed to proceed with the application.
A. Eligibility criteria review
· I/we confirm that I have reviewed the eligibility requirements outlined in the competition guide.
B. Project funding composition
· I/we confirm that the project’s funding structure meets the competition rules, including that at least 25 percent of total eligible project costs will be contributed by industry collaborators[footnoteRef:0]. [0:  Note: In order to meet the eligibility requirements for this competition, at least 25% of the eligible project costs must be contributed by Industry Collaborators.] 

C. Canadian incorporation
· I/we confirm that the lead applicant organization is incorporated in Canada.
D. CRIN membership[footnoteRef:1]  [1:  Note: CRIN will verify your corporation number and CRIN membership status during evaluation. If your project team is selected as an ultimate recipient and is not yet a CRIN member, membership will be required prior to receiving any funding. ] 

· I/we acknowledge that all project team members (lead applicant and collaborators) must be CRIN members.
· I/we understand that if selected as an ultimate recipient, any non-member organizations will be required to obtain CRIN membership prior to receiving funding.
E. Technology readiness level
· I confirm that the proposed solution is currently at TRL 6–9, as defined in the competition guide.
F. Alignment with thematic focus areas
· I confirm that the proposed solution aligns with at least one of the competition’s seven thematic focus areas.




Application Checklist
Applicants must complete and include the following in the submission: 
· Submission form 
· Project overview document .xls(x)
· [bookmark: _heading=h.ygbbddh8dga0]Letters of support/commitment 
Submission documents, resources and more information can be found on the competition webpage.
A. Submission form
· Part 1 Applicant(s) information: The name(s) and contact information associated with the submission, with the project lead (organization) and project team, and collaborators clearly identified. Details on project team and collaborators.
· Part 2 General overview and project name: Basic information about the solution and project.
· Part 3 Proposed solution details: 
· Innovation potential: Details on business model, market opportunity and commercialization potential.
· Impacts: Details on economic, public and environmental benefits anticipated from the proposed solution.
· Implementation: Details on feasibility and risks when carrying out this project and distributing the solution.
· Part 4 Participant survey: This section collects information on participants’ experience applying to this competition to support program reporting. Responses are not used in the evaluation process.
B. Project overview document .xls(x): The project overview document (POD) will be used to provide details on project funding sources, costs, work plan and risk mitigation strategy.
C. Letters of support/commitment: At a minimum, a letter of support must be provided by the SME collaborator and the oil and gas producer collaborator (except where the SME and Oil and Gas producer are the same organization), and signed by those who are able to bind the respective organization.  

Instructions
A. Submission form:
a. Download the form and provide your responses to the questions in the Word document. Please follow the word limits as indicated. Please note that if responses exceed the word limit, your application will be disqualified.
b. Save your submission form in PDF format. Name the file with the lead applicant, project name and date (e.g. LeadApplicant_ProjectName_Feb2026_Submission_Form)
B. Project overview document .xls(x) (POD):
a. Download the project overview document .xls(x) file in the resources tab  
b. Complete and save the completed POD file in .xls(x) format. Name the file with the lead applicant, project name and date  (e.g. LeadApplicant_ProjectName_Feb2026_POD) 
C. Submit your completed application by uploading the above files and letter(s) of support via the competition webpage portal.
The competition guide and additional resources during the submission process, and can be found on the competition webpage.  
Questions? Email CRINcompetition@marsdd.com 
[bookmark: _heading=h.kipcajg8u1rv]

[bookmark: _heading=h.x0mg40xjxo26]Part 1: Applicant(s) Information

1. Please provide the following information about the lead applicant organization. Enter the information of the organization/team which is leading the solution and which will receive the prize funding if the solution is successful in the competition. (See the competition guide for definitions and details.)

	Lead applicant

	Legal business name (as registered)
	

	Operating/Common name (if different)
	

	CRA business number (BN)
	

	Corporation number
	

	Incorporation type (federal/provincial/territorial)
	

	Address and province/territory of incorporation
	

	Organization type (SME, O&G producer, academia, NFP, government, other)
	

	Team members 

	
	Full name
	Title/role
	Email

	Authorized representative
	
	
	

	Secondary contact
	
	
	


  
2. Is the lead applicant: 
· An SME
· An oil and gas producer
· Both
3. Does your project team include both an SME and an oil and gas producer, as required by the competition[footnoteRef:2]? [2:  Note: To be eligible to participate in the competition the project team’s lead applicant and/or project collaborators must include at least one SME (small or medium-sized enterprise) and at least one oil and gas producer. (A single organization may satisfy both SME and oil and gas producer requirements)] 

· Yes, (please list the organizations fulfilling each role in Question 4.)
· No 
4. Please indicate below the organization designated as the SME, oil and gas producer partner and other collaborators (if any) on your team. Note that the SME may also be the oil and gas producer. Describe the role of each organization identified above as it relates to the project. Highlight why this team is optimally positioned to develop this solution.

	
	Organization name
	Type: SME/O&G producer/ Industry partner/Government/ Research or academia/NFP/Other
	Description of roles and responsibilities  

	1.
	
	SME
	

	2.
	
	Oil and gas producer
	

	3.
	
	
	

	4.
	
	
	

	5.
	
	
	

	6.
	
	
	


[bookmark: _heading=h.tsn6kahiwx95]Part 2: General Overview

In this section, provide an overview of your solution and project. To be eligible for entry into this competition, your solution must be TRL 6–9[footnoteRef:3]. Project activities funded by CRIN through this competition must be completed by September 30, 2027 (funding completion date). However, your project may continue with partner funds and complete at a date beyond September 30, 2027. See the competition guide for more details. [3:  Technology readiness level (TRL) assessment tool can be found here: https://ised-isde.canada.ca/site/clean-growth-hub/en/technology-readiness-level-trl-assessment-tool ] 



5. What is the name of your project (title of your solution)?
Note: This can be used for communication purposes in publicly accessible materials and channels. (max. 10 words)
	


6. Please indicate the technology readiness level (TRL) of your solution. 
· Current state (minimum 6: see definition in the competition guide). Briefly describe the evidence supporting this TRL (e.g., test report excerpt, pilot results, letter of endorsement, etc), or include a link if available.
	


· Expected TRL by September 30, 2027, assuming full funding request granted:
	



7. Please select which focus area(s) your solution most closely addresses:
· Carbon capture, utilization and storage/value-added products (CCVAP)
· Methane emissions reduction
· Land and wellsite reclamation
· Novel hydrocarbon extraction (NHE)
· Cleaner fuels and products
· Water technology development
· Digital oil and gas/data and automation
8. Describe your solution and how it works, in simple terms. Describe the problem it aims to solve. Do not include proprietary or confidential information. (Max. 150 words)
	


[image: ]
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/16
9. Describe the industry problem your project addresses and explain how your proposed solution directly responds to that challenge. Reference the needs articulated by your industry partner(s). (Max. 350 words)
	


10. Please fill in the project summary table below.  Enter the project location, anticipated start and completion date, and estimated total cost in Canadian dollars[footnoteRef:4].  [4:  Note: Detailed information on project costs, funding and work plan are requested in Part 3 Implementation Plan and Project overview document .xls(x)] 

	
	Project location
	Est. start date
	Est. end date
	Total project costs

	1.
	
	
	
	


11.  What is the total amount of funding being requested from CRIN in $CAD?
	


12.  What percentage of your total eligible project costs does this amount represent?
	


13.  Do you currently have the intellectual property (IP) license(s) necessary to commercialize this solution?
· Yes
· No
· Not applicable (IP licenses are not required for this solution)
14. If the IP required to commercialize this solution includes any patent, trademarks, trade secrets, copyright and data, please describe in the table below:
	
	IP type
	Number
	Owner
	Title/description

	1.
	
	
	
	

	2.
	
	
	
	






[bookmark: _heading=h.b7apw5ch2hnt]Part 3: Proposed Solution Details
[bookmark: _heading=h.o1cx9jazmx2f]Innovation Potential (30%)
This section asks you to describe the core technology or solution you are proposing, its novelty, and the competitive advantage it brings to the market. You will also be asked to outline the market opportunity, industry need and your anticipated pathway to commercialization, including potential customers, business cases and market entry strategies.
15. Describe the core technology or solution you are proposing and explain its novelty and innovative features. Clearly outline the competitive advantages of your solution compared to existing or emerging alternatives, and justify how it represents a breakthrough or significant advancement for the oil and gas sector. Include how the technology is expected to advance over the course of the project. (Max. 500 words)
	


16. Describe the market need your solution addresses and explain how it aligns with the priorities and challenges of the oil and gas sector. Identify the specific end users or industry segments that would benefit most from your solution and provide examples and evidence of their readiness or interest in adopting it. (Max. 350 words)
	


17. Outline the market opportunity for your solution, including estimated market size, key customer groups and the potential for broad industry adoption. Describe the factors that support scalability and widespread uptake across the sector. (Max. 350 words)
	


18. Describe your anticipated pathway to commercialization for this solution. Outline the business case and your go-to-market-entry strategy, including any partnerships or relationships that will support customer adoption. (Max. 400 words)
	


19. Describe any customer validation achieved to date (e.g., pilot projects, field trials, LOS or MOU, or purchase orders). Include names, dates and amounts where possible. (Max. 200 words)
	


20. Describe how you will capture and share key learnings, results or insights from the project with the broader ecosystem to support sector-wide innovation and adoption. (Max. 300 words)
	


[bookmark: _heading=h.vcpvk8n114pi]Impact (45%)
This section focuses on the economic, environmental and public benefits your project is expected to generate. Please provide clear, evidence-based descriptions of how your solution will deliver meaningful impact for Canada.
21. Describe the direct economic impacts your project will generate during the project period. Include immediate effects such as jobs created, spending within the Canadian supply chain, capital investment leveraged, cost savings for partners, or productivity improvements. Provide quantitative estimates where possible. (Max. 350 words)
	


22. Describe the broader economic impacts your solution could enable after the project is completed, particularly for the oil and gas industry and the wider innovation ecosystem in Canada. This may include long-term effects such as increased sector competitiveness, export potential, market growth, new value-added products or services, and contributions to economic diversification. Provide quantitative estimates where possible. (Max. 350 words)
	


23. Provide a detailed estimate of the GHG emissions reductions your project is expected to achieve over the project reporting period. Your response should follow the structure below: (Max. 700 words)
a. Baseline scenario:
· Describe the baseline scenario and explain why it represents the most likely case in the absence of your project.
· Identify the data sources used to define the baseline.
b. Emission sources and boundaries
· Identify all relevant emission sources for both the baseline and the project scenario.
· Clearly define the system boundaries, including any significant direct and indirect emissions.
c. Methodology and assumptions
· Describe the calculation methodology, including formulas, assumptions, emission factors and data sources.
· Reference any standard GHG accounting frameworks or protocols used (if applicable).
d. GHG reduction calculations
· Provide supporting calculations showing how the estimated GHG reductions were derived.
· Present the final GHG reduction estimate for the project reporting period.
e. Additional Considerations (if applicable)
· Describe any significant indirect emissions implications or rebound effects.

	


24. Based on your response to the previous question (question 25), please also address the following (Max. 300 words):
a. If applicable, indicate whether your GHG emissions reduction estimates have been validated, reviewed, or supported by a third party (e.g., engineering firm, research organization, independent analyst). Provide a brief description or attach supporting documentation.
b. Please estimate the GHG emissions reductions your solution could enable 3–5 years after project completion, assuming reasonable adoption within the oil and gas sector. Include expected annual and cumulative reductions. 
	


25. Describe the expected environmental benefits of your project other than GHG emissions reductions, such as improvements in water use or water quality, freshwater intensity, land use or land footprint, reclamation outcomes, energy efficiency, ecology, or biodiversity. Explain the baseline conditions being improved and the expected scale and durability of these benefits.Please quantify these benefits where possible (e.g., % reduction in water intensity, land footprint reduction, changes in energy intensity, improvements in safety performance), and present your analysis with a similar level of detail and clarity as in the question 23. (Max. 500 words)
	


26. Describe the public and social benefits your project is expected to deliver in Canada. This may include improvements to health, safety or energy security; collaborations with academic or research institutions; development of highly skilled talent; contributions to equity, diversity and inclusion; and Indigenous engagement, participation or benefit. If applicable, please outline any Indigenous engagement activities planned or in progress, including any letters of support, partnership frameworks, or engagement agreements. Please quantify these benefits where possible. (Max. 600 words)
	


[bookmark: _heading=h.wff5yc6qr4od]Implementation Plan (25%)
This section focuses on your plan to successfully implement the project, including the strength of your work plan, risk management approach, financial structure, and the capacity and commitment of your project team and partners.
27.  Please download the project overview document .xls(x) and complete the following tabs: 
· Project costs: This tab contains tables to outline project costs (expenses) by milestones. Provide a detailed analysis of expected eligible costs for the proposed project with monetary amounts in Canadian dollars.  
· Project funding: This tab contains tables to outline project funding (revenues) that will be contributed by different supporting organizations. Indicate the name of your funding source, the amount of funding in Canadian dollars applied for or confirmed for your project through grants, raising capital, etc.  A minimum of 25 percent of project funding must come from industry collaborator(s). The remaining 75 percent can come from a mix of sources, including up to 50 percent from CRIN and up to 25 percent from other government sources or other private sources.
· Project work plan: This tab contains tables to break down project tasks and deliverables by milestones. Provide a description of tasks that will be completed to meet objectives for each milestone, indicating estimated start and end dates for the activities leading to the milestone, as well as the major deliverables expected. 
· Project risk: This tab contains tables to outline key risks to development and implementation of your project. Outline any risks for the duration of the project, including the technical, regulatory, organizational, financial and environmental risks. Indicate the risk level for each identified risk and the approaches for mitigating each risk.
28. Provide a concise and short overview of your project’s objectives and explain how your proposed work plan (as detailed in the project overview Excel sheet) will achieve these objectives within the planned timelines. Highlight the success metrics you will use to measure progress. (Max. 250 words)
	


29. Based on the risks you identified in the project overview Excel sheet, briefly highlight the 2–3 risks you consider most critical to project success and explain why your mitigation approach is realistic and sufficient to manage them. (Max. 250 words)
	


30. Summarize the rationale for your overall budget and funding plan. Explain why the proposed costs are reasonable for the scope of work and why the contribution through this competition is required to advance this project at this time. (Max. 250 words)
	


31. Provide the following information to help assess your project team’s capacity and readiness to successfully implement the project.
a. Please complete the table below for key team members directly responsible for delivering the project (add additional rows if needed).
	Name
	Organization
	Role in Project
	%FTE on Project

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	


b. Briefly describe the current readiness of your project to begin implementation. This may include items such as site or host arrangements, permits or regulatory requirements, procurement of long-lead items, access to facilities or data, or other factors relevant to your solution. (Max. 100 words)
	


32. Describe the expertise and roles of your project team, key collaborators, and partners and explain how your management structure and organizational support will enable successful implementation of the project. Explain how the project team will help overcome the risks mentioned in the project overview Excel sheet. (Max. 500 words)
	


[bookmark: _heading=h.drquc2f4p8jb]Part 4: Participant Survey

Thank you for taking the time to complete this short survey about your experience as an applicant to the Accelerating Cleantech Innovation Competition. Your answers to this section of the application will not be evaluated.
 
The purpose of the participant survey is to gather your insights as an applicant to help us improve the design of future innovation competitions. This survey is confidential. The information collected will be aggregated to help us understand which areas of our competition design are working well and which require improvement.
 
Your responses to the participant survey will not be used in the assessment process and will not affect your chances of success in this competition.
A. Tell us about why you applied for this competition. Please include any information that helps us understand your motivations for participating.
	


B. How did you first hear about the Accelerating Cleantech Innovation Competition?
· News outlet/news website
· Email announcing the competition
· Social media post by MaRS or the CRIN
· Direct contact from a MaRS or CRIN representative via social media, e-mail or other channel
· Network or stakeholder related to the competition
· Network or stakeholder related to innovation or entrepreneurship
· MaRS Challenges website
· Other (please specify)
· Prefer not to answer
	


C. Please indicate the importance of each of the following criteria in motivating you to participate in the competition. 
	Criteria
	
	Not important
	Somewhat important
	Important
	Fairly important
	Very important

	Opportunity to advance or scale our existing solution
	
	
	
	
	

	Opportunity to demonstrate or validate our solution in a real-world setting
	
	
	
	
	

	Opportunity to build or strengthen partnerships with industry collaborators
	
	
	
	
	

	Financial support or prize funding
	
	
	
	
	

	Media exposure and promotion opportunities
	
	
	
	
	

	Recognition or validation from MaRS and/or CRIN
	
	
	
	
	

	Other
	
	
	
	
	

	Prefer not to answer
	
	
	
	
	


D. Thinking about your experience with the competition, in what areas could it be improved? Please provide your suggestions.
	


E. Did you make changes/improvements to your solution in order to apply to this competition?
· Yes
· No
· Prefer not to answer
F. What is the size of your team or organization?
· 1 to 25 individuals
· 25  to 50 individuals
· 50 to 100 individuals
· 100 to 250 individuals
· 250 to 500 individuals
· 500 or more individuals
· Don’t know/prefer not to answer
G. Is your organization majority-owned or led by individuals from any of the following groups?
· Women
· Indigenous peoples
· Members of racial or ethnic minority groups
· Persons with disabilities
· 2SLGBTQIA+ persons
· Youth (under 30)
· None of the above
· Prefer not to answer
H. Not including the Accelerating Cleantech Innovation Competition, have you previously participated in a MaRS or CRIN competition?
· Yes, MaRS
· Yes, CRIN
· Yes, both
· No
· Not sure / prefer not to answer
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